Information overload disrupts digit recall performance in schizophrenics.
The effect of auditory information overload on schizophrenics was examined by using a modified forward digit recall task. When memory capacity was exceeded, schizophrenics, but not controls, showed severe disruptions in performance on individual trials. Theories to account for the disruptions are discussed. A combination of factors, rather than simply limited information handling capacity, appears best able to account for the phenomenon. It is emphasized that further understanding of active cognitive process requires examination of trial by trial individual subject data.